
Adobe InDesign CS6 What’s New

Adapt InDesign page layouts for different page sizes, devices, and orientations more 
efficiently—without sacrificing pixel-perfect control over design and typography. Integrate 
with Adobe Digital Publishing Suite* to publish to tablets easily. 

Adobe InDesign CS6 software introduces new tools that will radically change the way you work. 
Efficiently repurpose and adapt your layouts for the myriad print pages and devices you design for in 
today’s world. Liquid Layout, alternate layout, linked content, and the Content Collector tools—used 
separately or in combination—give you the flexibility to leverage your designs with as much or as little 
control as you need. 

Whether you’re designing print documents, tablet apps, interactive PDF files, or working in all of these 
media, new features in InDesign CS6 can help you reach your audience more efficiently. Dive in and 
explore new creative horizons now that it’s even easier to design .folio files for use with the Adobe Digital 
Publishing Suite* and publish digital content to tablet devices. For example, you can now export both 
horizontal and vertical layouts of a tablet app from a single InDesign document. Include placed HTML 
such as Google Maps and animation created with Adobe Edge Preview software, which retains its 
interactivity when you export a .folio file. Enhanced packaging features help you ensure you’ll get the 
results you expect.

The Middle Eastern version of InDesign, now available directly from Adobe, provides enhanced 
functionality and helps make content localization smoother. In all versions of InDesign CS6, you’ll save 
time with quick access to recently used fonts, the tools to create PDF form fields in InDesign, the ability  
to view different layouts in split window mode, and many other new features.

Adobe® InDesign® CS6
Design professional layouts for print and digital publishing

InDesign CS6 provides a range of new features that let you repurpose content with as much or as little control as you want. Create an 
alternate layout to adapt your design for different page sizes and orientations within a single InDesign file. Apply liquid page rules to 
let InDesign make initial adjustments to content in the alternate layout, while you retain complete control. The Content Collector 
tools provide another way to reuse content in multiple layouts—and to access items you use frequently, such as logos. Linking 
content helps you ensure that repeated content stays consistent within a document or across multiple documents.
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Everything you need,  
everywhere you work

Buy InDesign CS6 as a standalone 
desktop application or as part of an 
Adobe Creative Cloud™ membership.  
Adobe Creative Cloud † is a creative 
hub where you can explore, create, 
share, and deliver your work 
using any of the Adobe Creative 
Suite desktop tools, plus Adobe 
Muse™ and other new applications. 
New internet-based services† 
enable creation of high-impact 
content experiences for delivery 
across screens and devices—from 
interactive websites to stunning 
digital magazines. Adobe Creative 
Cloud redefines creativity, offering 
immediate and ongoing access 
to industry-defining tools and 
innovative technologies. Learn more 
at www.creativecloud.com.

Adobe Creative Cloud includes these 
valuable tools:

•	Adobe	InDesign

•	Adobe	Photoshop®	Extended

•	Adobe	Illustrator®

•	Adobe	Muse

•	Adobe	Acrobat®	Pro

•	Adobe	Dreamweaver®
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Top features
•		Alternate	layout	(Page	2)

•		Liquid	Layout	(Page	3)

•		Linked	content	(Page	3)

•		Content	Collector	tools	(Page	4)

•		PDF	forms	within	InDesign	(Page	5)

•		Middle	Eastern	language	support	
(Page	5)

•		Productivity	gains	(Page	5)

•		Enhancements	for	digital	publishing	
(Page	6)

•		Text-handling	improvements	 
(Page	6)

•	Greater	flexibility	with	PDF	files	
(Page	7)

With Adobe InDesign CS6, you can:

Create beautiful page layouts and adapt them for any size, medium, or device. Adapt your 
InDesign CS6 document for alternate page dimensions: Use liquid page rules to automatically 
adjust the layout for a new orientation or page size, giving you a head-start on designing an 
alternate layout in InDesign, where you retain complete control.

Design for print, screen, and tablet more efficiently than ever. Design page layouts for any 
medium faster and easier than ever. Link content within or across InDesign documents to ensure 
images, text, and interactivity remain consistent. Easily repurpose content from one layout into 
another. Access recently used fonts conveniently. Create PDF form fields within InDesign. 

Create and publish interactive, digital publications for tablets. Integrate with Adobe Digital 
Publishing Suite* to publish tablet applications without writing code. Export both horizontal and 
vertical layouts from one InDesign file. Include placed interactive HTML such as Google Maps or 
animation created with Adobe Edge Preview software.

Who uses InDesign?
Designers, production specialists, and printers use InDesign to lay out, preflight, and publish 
documents for print, online publication, or delivery to tablet devices. InDesign offers precise 
control over typography to produce excellent results for both print and digital distribution. Creative 
professionals take advantage of its tight integration with leading industry tools, including Adobe 
Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, and Adobe Acrobat software. 

Publishers, designers, and advertisers can take advantage of tools that integrate with Adobe 
Digital Publishing Suite* to create and publish digital content through leading mobile marketplaces 
for consumption on tablet devices.

Top new features of Adobe InDesign CS6

Alternate Layout
It’s increasingly common to reuse content in multiple layouts. For example, you may need to adapt 
a print ad for different sizes or orientations. For digital publishing, you can design both the 
horizontal and vertical layouts for a .folio file in a single InDesign file. Or create similar but 
customized layouts for different devices, such as the Apple iPad and the Motorola Xoom, within 
one InDesign document. 

The Alternate Layout feature makes it easier to adapt your primary InDesign layout for other 
orientations, page sizes, or devices while retaining complete control over the design. InDesign does 
the tedious work of adding pages and copying your content so that you can focus on the design. 

The Create Alternate Layout command duplicates your existing pages within the same document— 
including text styles and the relationship between objects—using a different page size or 
orientation.  If you choose to apply liquid page rules when you create an alternate layout, InDesign 
arranges content according to those rules; otherwise, it places the content in exactly the same 
position as in the original pages. You can link stories, so that it’s easier to keep the layouts in sync. 

Adobe Edge Preview

Adobe	Edge	Preview	is	a	new	web	
motion and interaction design 
tool that allows designers to bring 
animated content to websites, using 
web	standards	such	as	HTML5,	
JavaScript,	and	CSS3.

When you create an alternate 
layout, InDesign duplicates the 
content on new pages, using 
the dimensions, orientation, 
and options you select in the 
Create Alternate Layout dialog 
box. Each layout appears 
separately in the Pages panel. 
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You can even copy the text styles, and then customize the styles for each layout. After InDesign has 
created the new pages, adjust their content however you like to achieve your design goals. 

Enhancements to the Pages panel help you see each layout clearly. The Pages panel displays the 
pages for each layout separately. It also lets you split the document window so that you can 
compare multiple layouts as you work on them.

Liquid Layout
When you need to repurpose a layout for pages with different dimensions, let Liquid Layout do 
some of the heavy lifting. Apply liquid page rules to individual pages in your layout. Then, when 
you create an alternate layout, InDesign applies those rules to arrange content in relationship to the 
new page size. You can still make manual changes to the design, but if you apply liquid page rules 
strategically, most of the content will automatically be in position when you create a new layout.

Select the appropriate liquid page rule for the type of page: Scale works best when you’re adapting 
a page for a layout that has the same aspect ratio and orientation. Re-center is appropriate when 
you’re repurposing content for a similar device and orientation with a larger size. Guide-based is 
useful for simpler pages that include mostly text and a few images. Object-based lets you 
customize the way each object will be adjusted for the new page.

Linked content
Ensure that repeated content—whether text, images, or interactivity—remains consistent in the 
same document or across multiple documents. You can link anything a frame contains, including 
transition times and other interactive settings. When you’ve linked content, editing the original 
(parent) content causes InDesign to alert you that the link has been modified for every linked 
instance of the content, whether they’re in the same InDesign document or other documents.

Split the 
window to 
view two 
layouts 
simultaneously 
as you make 
adjustments to 
the design.

Liquid Layout adjusts content in relationship to the page when you create an 
alternate layout in InDesign. The Object-based liquid page rule lets you specify 
how each object resizes and where it is positioned. You can pin an object to one 
or more page edges, set its content to auto-fit, and enable it to grow wider, taller, 
or both. Here, the pinned objects retain their relationships in a vertical layout. 



4Adobe InDesign CS6 What’s New

Just select the content, choose Edit > Place And Link, and then place it in any open document. The 
link appears in the Links panel. When you make a change to the parent content, InDesign displays 
an alert icon in the child frame, and the Links panel shows that the linked content is out of date; 
simply click the alert icon to update the child content. When you make changes to child content, 
only that instance is affected.

In print workflows, you can make sure the same logo or boilerplate information exists in all 
company materials by linking that content to a parent document and making all changes there. In a 
digital publishing workflow, you can now be certain that horizontal and vertical layouts of the same 
tablet app have the same text, images, and interactive behavior.  

Content Collector tools
Quickly reuse text and objects in the same document or other InDesign documents using the 
Content Collector tools: the Content Collector tool, the Content Conveyor, and the Content Placer 
tool. Use the Content Collector tool to select the frame you want to grab, place it in the Content 
Conveyor, and then go to the location in any document where you want to use the item again. Use 
the Content Placer tool to place the item on the page.

By default, once you’ve placed an item, it disappears from the Content Conveyor. However, you can 
opt to leave an item in the Content Conveyor so that it will be available in any InDesign document. 
This is handy if there are company logos, boilerplate text, or other items that you use frequently.

Linking stories, images, and interactivity within a document or 
among multiple files helps you maintain consistency. Here, a 
vertical and horizontal layout were linked. Changes were made to 
text in the vertical layout, and a photo was substituted. In the 
horizontal layout, the linked text and photo displayed alerts. 
Double-click the alert icons, and the content updates. 

Link collected content

The Content Collector tools become 
even more powerful when you link 
the	content.	For	example,	you	can	
store a copy of boilerplate text in the 
Content Conveyor for easy access, 
and link it to parent content in a 
master document. After you change 
the text in the parent content, you’ll 
be prompted to update every linked 
version when you open a document 
containing the child content. Collect content from one or more 

documents. When you select multiple 
objects at once, the Content Conveyor 
displays one of them and a number 
indicating how many objects are in the set. 

When you place content from the 
Conveyor, you can choose to place it once 
and remove it, place it once and leave it in 
the Conveyor, or place it multiple times 
and leave it in the Conveyor.

When you marquee-select multiple items at 
once to collect them, the Conveyor 
remembers their relationship to each other. 
You can drop the items individually, or you 
can drag to place them with their original 
relationships intact.
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PDF forms within InDesign
Creating engaging, interactive PDF forms just got easier. Now you can not only design an attractive 
form in InDesign, you can create the form fields exactly as you want them before you export the file 
to PDF. 

You can create text, radio button, check mark, combo box, and signature fields, as well as buttons 
for printing, submitting the form by email, and clearing the form. You can even include tooltips, 
determine the tab order for form fields. 

Middle Eastern language support
Now you can get a Middle Eastern version of InDesign directly from Adobe. The new version 
provides full support for Arabic, Hebrew, and other Middle Eastern languages, making content 
localization smoother for designers, publishers, and anyone who creates global content. The 
Middle Eastern version of InDesign CS6 provides enhanced functionality, including support for 
tables in the Story Editor, improved Kashida justification, enhanced diacritic positioning, and other 
text-handling improvements. Because it’s an Adobe version, you’ll also get updates as soon as 
they’re available, and you can depend on direct support from Adobe.  

Productivity gains
InDesign CS6 introduces many improvements that help you work more efficiently, no matter what 
type of layouts you create:

•	 Align	selected	items	in	the	layout	to	a	key	object	you	define.

Add interactivity to PDF forms without leaving InDesign. You can create, style, 
and add functionality to form fields, so that your form is ready for use as soon 
as you export to PDF. Use the Buttons And Forms panel to add PDF actions 
such as printing or submitting the form. You can even show and hide form 
fields based on triggers such as responses to other questions on the form.

Export to PNG

You can export your InDesign docu-
ment	to	PNG,	a	lossless	format,	for	
use	on	the	web.	Export	the	entire	
document, part of the document, or 
individual items.

InDesign CS6 provides a 
new way to align content. 
With multiple objects 
selected, you can define 
one as a key object 
(highlighted with a thick 
blue outline). Then apply 
an alignment option; the 
key object serves as the 
guide for the others.
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•	 Use	complex	calculations	to	calculate	values	directly	within	panels	and	dialog	boxes.	For	
example, you could enter 12.5p/2x3 to compute the size of an object’s width.

•	 Zoom	in	directly	to	a	linked	object	when	you	view	it	in	context	from	the	Links	panel.

•	 Accurately	preview	your	layout	in	grayscale	to	proof	it	for	a	black-and-white	device	or	black-and-
white printing.

•	 Use	the	Extension	Manager	to	enable	or	disable	entire	groups	of	extensions	that	you	define	as	
custom sets, so that you have exactly —and only—what you need for your workflow.

•	 Choose	IDML	as	a	file	format	in	the	Save	As	dialog	box	to	easily	save	in	a	format	that	people	using	
earlier versions of InDesign can open.

Enhancements for digital publishing
Adobe continues to refine the digital publishing experience with several new features in 
InDesign CS6. You’ll find it’s easier to produce digital content, whether you’re creating .folio files  
to publish as tablet apps with the help of Adobe Digital Publishing Suite* or exporting EPUB 
documents for eBook readers.

Create a single InDesign document for your tablet app, including both the horizontal and vertical 
layouts. You no longer have to keep track of multiple documents for a single project. When you 
export the file to .folio format for Digital Publishing Suite*, both layouts are included. Now when 
you package documents for handoff for Digital Publishing Suite, you can include functionality such 
as overlays.

You can paste or place interactive HTML content, including Google Maps or animation created in 
Adobe Edge Preview. When you export the document to HTML, EPUB3, or .folio format, the 
interactivity remains active.

Additionally, numerous small enhancements make the EPUB publishing process smoother. For 
example, the EPUB Export dialog box has been redesigned. EPUB documents now support custom 
bullets and numbers, more robust tables, and much more.

Text-handling improvements
InDesign CS6 provides enhancements that help you compose and format text effectively: 

•	 Quickly	access	the	fonts	you’ve	used	recently	from	the	top	of	the	font	list.

•	 Keep	paragraphs	together	even	when	one	paragraph	splits	 
or spans columns, so that you can determine how InDesign 
breaks text.

•	 Map	styles	in	linked	text	to	control	how	text	differs	between	 
the parent text and the child. For example, you might want the 
same text to be 24 points in the print version of the headline  
but 12 points on an iPad. 

•	 Use	the	dictionary	that	best	fits	your	project.	Hunspell	open	
source dictionaries are the default in InDesign CS6, and you can 
choose any of more than 100 dictionaries to install. 

•	 Set	the	frame	to	move	with	the	text;	as	text	expands	or	shrinks,	
so does the frame around it. You’re in control. You can enable 
this feature for any text frame, and include it in object styles.

Soon,	Adobe	Digital	Publishing	
Suite,	Single	Edition,	will	be	included	
in Adobe Creative Cloud. With a 
membership, you will be able to 
develop an unlimited number of  
apps	for	the	Apple	iPad.

Flexible column widths

With	the	new	Flexible	Width	feature,	
InDesign	can	automatically	reflow	
text into additional columns when 
you resize the page. You specify a 
maximum width; if the column grows 
wider than that, InDesign creates a 
new column. 

You no longer need to scroll through 
dozens or hundreds of fonts to find 
one you use frequently; fonts you’ve 
used recently are easily accessible at 
the top of the list in the Font menu 
and in the Control panel. 

Give your text frame freedom to grow 
or shrink as you add, delete, or edit 
text. Auto-Size options determine 
whether the text frame can get taller, 
wider, or both, and in which directions.
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•	 Use the World-Ready Composer, a composition engine in InDesign, to work with Hindi, Punjabi, 
and other Indian languages, as well as complex script languages such as Arabic and Hebrew. (To 
access a broader range of typographical controls, use the Middle Eastern version of InDesign.)

Greater flexibility with PDF files
Whether you’re designing printed publications or creating interactive digital documents, PDF files 
play an important role in many workflows. InDesign CS6 builds on the robust PDF features of 
earlier versions. It’s now much easier to set tab order, export grayscale PDF files, and export 
interactive PDF files as pages.

The tab order in a PDF file determines which form field, article, or other content is selected next 
when you press Tab. When a document is read aloud by an application with accessibility features, 
the application follows the reading order; if you tab to a different area of the document, it’s 
highlighted as it’s read. In the past, setting the tab order required opening the PDF file in Adobe 
Acrobat Pro or working with the XML panel in InDesign. Now you can easily set the tab order using 
the Articles panel in InDesign.

Export a grayscale PDF file from InDesign CS6 using one of the grayscale destination profiles in the 
Export Adobe PDF dialog box. Easily repurpose color documents for black-and-white newspapers 
or lower-cost printing.

When you export interactive PDF files, you can choose whether to export each spread as a page (as 
in earlier versions) or split the spreads into individual pages. Readers experience the interactive 
PDF file as you intend them to.

Still using InDesign CS5?
For those still using InDesign CS5, upgrading to InDesign CS6 also gives you the chance to catch up 
on all the great features added in InDesign CS5.5. These include:

•	 DPS Desktop tools. Create and preview digital magazines, newspapers, and catalogs for a variety 
of tablets. Upload to Adobe Digital Publishing Suite* for further production and distribution.

•	 Enhanced eBook authoring. Create more engaging eBooks, with less need for developers. 
Include refined typography and images that resize to fit virtually any screen. 

•	 Articles panel. Control the order of text, images, and graphics when you export to EPUB or 
HTML without changing the InDesign layout. Drag content into the Articles panel to define  
the order.

•	 Dynamic image resizing. Design and publish an EPUB eBook whose imagery will look good on 
virtually any size screen on which it is played.

•	 Styles mapped to tags. Map paragraph and character styles directly to HTML, EPUB, and PDF 
tags so they export using appropriate specifications.

Support for Indian languages

The World-Ready Composer supports 
the following Indian languages: 

Hindi

Marathi

Gujarati

Tamil

Punjabi

Bengali

Telugu

Oriya

Malayalan

Kannada

It’s much easier to set the tab order for a PDF file within InDesign 
now. Just add items to the Articles panel in the tab order you want, 
and then choose Use For Reading Order In Tagged PDF from the 
panel menu; when you export the PDF, make sure to select Create 
Tagged PDF and Use Structure For Tab Order.
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digitalpublishingsuite for more information. 
†	Internet	connection	required.	Adobe	online	services,	including	the	Adobe	Creative	Cloud	service,	are	available	only	to	users	13	and	
older	and	require	agreement	to	additional	terms	and	Adobe’s	online	HYPERLINK	“http://www.adobe.com/misc/privacy.html”	privacy	
policy.	The	applications	and	online	services	are	not	available	in	all	countries	or	languages,	may	require	user	registration	and	may	be	
subject	to	change	or	discontinuation	without	notice.	Additional	fees	or	subscription	charges	may	apply.”

Adobe, the Adobe logo, Acrobat, Creative Cloud, the Creative Cloud logo, Creative Suite, Dreamweaver, Flash, Illustrator, InDesign, Muse, and Photoshop 
are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated in the United States and/or other countries. AMD Athlon is a trademark or 
registered trademark of Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. Apple, Mac, and Mac OS are trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc., registered in the United States and 
other countries. Intel and Pentium are trademarks or registered trademarks of Intel Corporation or its subsidiaries in the United States and other countries. 
Microsoft and Windows are either registered trademarks or trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. All other 
trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

© 2012 Adobe Systems Incorporated. All rights reserved. 

Expected ship date
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For more information
Product details: 
www.adobe.com/indesign

•	 Drag-and-drop anchored objects. Add inline graphics and other anchored objects quickly and 
intuitively by simply dragging them to the desired anchor location in the text. 

•	 PDF accessibility enhancements. Reduce the time it takes to create PDF documents that include 
accessibility features for people with disabilities. Add, edit, and view alt text attributes associated 
with an object.

Still using InDesign CS4?
Upgrading from InDesign CS4 to InDesign CS6 also adds all the new features introduced in 
InDesign CS5. These include streamlined review workflows and other productivity enhancements:

•	 Interactive documents and presentations. Add interactivity, motion, sound, and video to 
documents and presentations, exporting directly to SWF for playback in the Adobe Flash  
Player runtime.

•	 Simplified object selection and editing. Perform repetitive layout tasks efficiently using 
convenient tools and on-object controls.

•	 Text-handling enhancements. Create text that spans or splits into multiple columns in just a few 
steps. Mark up text directly in InDesign, easily tracking copy revisions. Generate static or live 
captions automatically from image metadata.

•	 Multiple page sizes. Create pages with different sizes in a single document.

•	 Layers panel. Easily manage page items with a Layers panel that is similar to the one in Adobe 
Illustrator software.

•	 Production enhancements. Find and drag images into page layouts from Adobe Mini Bridge 
without leaving InDesign. Help eliminate font substitution issues with document-installed fonts. 
Export PDF documents in the background. 

About Adobe Systems Incorporated
Adobe is changing the world through digital experiences. For more information, visit www.adobe.com. 

System requirements
Windows®
•	 Intel®	Pentium®	4	or	AMD	Athlon®	64	

processor 

•	Microsoft®	Windows®	XP	with	Service	Pack	
3	or	Windows	7	

•	1	GB	of	RAM	(2	GB	recommended)

•	1.6	GB	of	available	hard-disk	space	for	
installation;	additional	free	space	required	
during	installation	(cannot	install	on	
removable	flash	storage	devices)	

•	1024x768	display	(1280x800	recom-
mended)	with	16-bit	video	card

•	DVD-ROM	drive

•	Adobe	Flash®	Player	10	software	required	
to	export	SWF	files

•	Some	features	in	Adobe	Bridge	rely	on	a	
Direct	X9-capable	graphics	card	with	at	
least	64	MB	of	VRAM

•	This	software	will	not	operate	without	
activation. Broadband Internet connection 
and	registration	are	required	for	software	
activation, validation of subscriptions, and 
access to online services.†	Phone	activa-
tion is not available.

For	updates	to	system	requirements,	visit	
www.adobe.com/go/indesign_systemreqs.

Mac OS

•	Multicore	Intel®	processor

•	Mac	OS	X	v10.6.8	or	v10.7

•	1	GB	of	RAM	(2	GB	recommended)

•	2.6	GB	of	available	hard-disk	space	for	
installation;	additional	free	space	required	
during	installation	(cannot	install	on	a	
volume that uses a case-sensitive file 
system	or	on	removable	flash	storage	
devices)

•	1024x768	display	(1280x800	recom-
mended)	with	16-bit	video	card

•	DVD-ROM	drive

•	Adobe	Flash®	Player	10	software	required	
to	export	SWF	files

•	This	software	will	not	operate	without	
activation. Broadband Internet connection 
and	registration	are	required	for	software	
activation, validation of subscriptions, and 
access to online services.†	Phone	activa-
tion is not available.

For	updates	to	system	requirements,	visit	
www.adobe.com/go/indesign_systemreqs.
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